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Four-time champs! 
Makkovik golden in nail-biter volleyball final! 

By Bonnie Learning 

The Northern Star 

 

It what turned out to be nearly a point-for-point, best two-of-three 

match, Makkovik eked out the victory to claim their fourth consecutive 

LWG volleyball title on Thursday! 

 

Sheshatshiu claimed silver and Happy Valley-Goose Bay took bronze after 

defeating Nain. 

  

In the first game, Sheshatshiu got off to a great start, with a 5-0 ad-

vantage. Makkovik called a time out and slowly started to claw their way 

back, with saves, spikes and tips. At times, the two teams were tied and 

were going almost point-for-point at various times as well.  

 

Although Sheshatshiu didn’t regain their lead, they weren’t going down 

easy, putting up a fantastic and awesome fight against their opponents. 

 

With Makkovik up 22-14, Dion Voisey drove home a spike to Sheshatshi-

u’s back court and three points later, claimed the first game 25-15. 

 

In game two, Sheshatshiu held their own again against their north coast 

rivals, with the score tied again at several points throughout the game, 

including when Sheshatshiu’s Bernard Obed came from centre court to 

nail a spike to Makkovik’s court.  

 

Sheshatshiu tied Makkovik again at 16-16 and with exceptional plays and 

timing, nudged ahead until they were tied again 22-22. They called a time 

out, and afterwards, a clever tip put them ahead 23-22. 

 

Makkovik’s Dion Voisey tied the teams again 23-23 after a serve that 

Sheshatshiu couldn’t quite get under, but Sheshatshiu’s Bernard Obed 

responded in kind with a deadly spike Makkovik couldn’t grasp. 

 

The teams tied again at 24-24, and the huge crowd at MMC were nearly 

Makkovik’s Dion Voisey drives a spike to Sheshatshiu’s back 

court during the final match for the gold medal yesterday. 

Photos by Bonnie Learning/The Northern Star 
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going out of their minds as they cheered on their favour-

ites! 

 

However, after a brief exchange on the final point, Mak-

kovik claimed their gold medal! 

 

Dion Voisey was ecstatic with his team’s fourth win – 

which was also his own fourth win. 

 

“It’s awesome,” he exclaimed right after the win. “We had 

to work hard for this one, though!” 

 

Team member Colleen Pottle was super happy with the 

win as well. 

 

“It was wicked!” she gushed. “This is my (third) volleyball 

win.” 

 

Trevor White, coach of the Happy Valley-Goose Bay team, 

said his team’s bronze medal victory was excellent. 

 

“It was a good tournament,” he 

said. “They made key blocks when 

they needed to and Shane Byrne 

played awesome, but it was an all-

team win.” 

 

Des Montague, volleyball coordina-

tor, said the event went over great. 

 

“It was great competition,” he said. 

“A lot of the games were really 

close. It was a great day, great 

volleyball; I was really impressed 

with the caliber of the play.” 

Volleyball victory for Makkovik 
Continued from front page 

 It was a great day of volleyball at MMC, as teams battled it out for medals. 

In the end, it was Sheshatshiu (left) that claimed silver; Makkovik (centre), 

gold; and HV-GB (right) bronze. 

Sheshatshiu’s Bernard Obed makes a cen-

tre court spike to Makkovik’s court. 



The Northern Star Friday, March 18, Issue #5  Volume 12, Issue #5  

Over the top!  
Lab City’s Chantelle Bursey breaks women's record!  

By Bonnie Learning 
The Northern Star 
 
The first night of the Northern Games kicked off 
last night to much fanfare as spectators cheered on 
their hometown favourites. 
 
The women took the floor first in the hurdles 
event. With each successive jump, the competitors 
dwindled away one by one. In the end, Chantelle 
Bursey of Labrador City jumped 99 hurdles 
(unofficially). 
 

But it was her performance in over the rope that 
got the crowd really revved up, as she went over 
the rope 43 times - beating the previous record set 
by Sarah O'Donnell a few games back. Ironically, 
Sarah was Chantelle's spotter! 
 
“It was awesome!” said Chantelle after her perfor-
mance, noting 51 is her personal best. 

 
After the women, the men took to the floor. The 
men's hurdles were a crowd pleaser, as athlete 
after athlete gave up the ghost. In the end, it was 
Team Cartwright's Neko Brown-Dyson made the 
most jumps with 172 hurdles (unofficially). 
 
Then it was time for the men's over-the-rope, with 
the crowd egging them on with every revolution. 

 The unofficial results for women’s hurdles are Lab 
City, HV-GB, Port Hope Simpson; and unofficial 
results for women’s over-the-rope Lab City, Cart-
wright and HV-GB. 

The unofficial results for men’s hurdles are Cart-
wright, North West River, and Charlottetown; and 
unofficial results for men’s over-the-rope is North 
West River, Pinsent’s Arm and Cartwright. 

Chantelle Bursey (with daughter, Kolbee Roberts) broke the women’s rec-

ord for over-the-rope at the first night of the Northern Games. Photo by 

Bonnie Learning/The Northern Star 
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Northern Games a crowd pleaser! 

LEFT: NWR’s Andre-

as Philips got the 

most turns over-the

-rope at the first 

night of the North-

ern Games. Photo 

by Bonnie Learning/

The Northern Star 

NWR’s Mackenzie Hutchings takes her turn at the hurdles.  Sub-

mitted photo. 
Sheshatshiu’s Nickolas 

Gregoire gives it his all at 

the over-the-rope event. 

Photo by Bonnie Learn-

ing/The Northern Star 
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Happy Valley-Goose Bay skis to gold in relay 

By Janice Goudie 

The Northern Star 

 

Birch Brook Nordic Ski Club was alive with 

activity on Thursday as athletes and specta-

tors descended on the outdoor venue for the 

10K Cross Country Ski Relay.  

 

Twenty-eight athletes made up the 14 teams 

that took part in the mandatory event, each 

with a male and female participant. Even with 

slightly chilly temperatures, snow conditions 

were favourable and didn’t hinder the spirts 

of the audience who gathered to cheer the 

athletes on. 

 

Cyril Brennan and Jessica Dahn of Happy Val-

ley-Goose Bay took gold with an unofficial 

combined time of 40:08.  

 

“All of our training has been pretty slow be-

cause of the cold temperatures,” Brennan said 

of the gold win. “It was almost surprising how 

quick we moved as compared to normal train-

ing days. We were pretty confident, pretty 

comfortable so it was nice.” 

 

Labrador City’s Alf Parsons and Sabrina Lawlor 

won silver with their unofficial time of 44:38. 

And Liam Vosman and Rhonda Lawrence of 

Wabush placed in bronze position with 48:04 

as their unofficial time. 

 

Special Olympian Melanie Smith also crossed 

the finish line during Thursday’s event. She 

completed her 10K women’s cross country ski 

in which she received a gold medal.  

 

Not completing the relay was Team North 

West River made up of Sara Saunders and Jo-

seph McGee. Saunders popped her knee during her portion of the relay and was forced to stop competing in the event. Here’s 

hoping you’re feeling better soon, Sara!! 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay’s Cyril Brennan comes in hard to the finish line during the 

10K cross country ski relay. Brennan took gold in the race, along with his partner 

Jessica Dahn. Photos by Janice Goudie/The Northern Star 

Nain athlete Harry Borlase gets a hug from his son Leon after passing the cross 

country relay finish line. Borlase took bronze in the men’s 10km cross-country 

skiing on Wednesday. 



The Northern Star Tuesday, March 15, Issue #2  Volume 12, Issue #2  



The Northern Star Tuesday, March 15, Issue #2  Volume 12, Issue #2  

Rounding out 

the medal 

standings in 

the 10K Cross 

Country Relay 

are (L-R) Sabri-

na Lawlor and 

Alf Parsons of 

Labrador City, 

Cyril Brennan 

and Jessica 

Dahn of Happy 

Valley-Goose 

Bay, and Rhon-

da Lawrence 

and Liam 

Vosman of 

Wabush. Pho-

to by Janice 

Goudie/The 

Northern Star 

Special Olympics athlete Melanie Smith receives her 

gold medal in the 10K women’s cross country ski. 

Photo by Janice Goudie/The Northern Star 
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HV-GB, Cartwright claim snowshoe biathlon titles 

 
By Janice Goudie 

The Northern Star 

 

The only slow thing at the 

men’s and women’s snow-

shoe biathlon yesterday was 

the results of who won the 

event.  

The races, held at the Birch 

Brook Nordic Ski Club, saw 

several athletes issue formal 

protests surrounding trail 

signage, which resulted in the 

event’s committee having to 

first review the process.  

In the end, Kevin Garneau of 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay 

walked away in the gold 

medal standing with an over-

all time of 34:13, followed by 

Preston Morris of Cart-

wright with a time of 

35:45, and Ricky Dean Bur-

den of Churchill Falls who 

crossed the finish line at 

36:00. 

The winning women were Andrea Pardy of Cartwright with an overall time of 41:51, followed by Dana Martin-Kelly of Wabush 

with 44:26, and Valerie Sheppard of Happy Valley-Goose Bay with a time of 47:15. 

Kevin Garneau of Happy Valley-Goose Bay is 

all smiles as he cools down after his gold med-

al run in the Snowshoe Biathlon. Photo by 

Janice Goudie/The Northern Star 

Cartwright’s Andrea Pardy pushes herself across 

the finish line to complete the Woman’s Snow-

shoe Biathlon. Pardy won gold in the event on 

Thursday. Photo by Janice Goudie/The Northern 

Star 

Taking home medals in them men’s and 

women’s biathlon on Thursday were (from 

left) Dana Martin Kelly, Wabush, silver; 

Preston Morris, Cartwright, silver; Kevin 

Garneau, HV-GB, gold; Andrea Pardy, Cart-

wright, gold; Valerie Sheppard, HV-GB, 

bronze; Ricky Dean Burden, Churchill Falls, 

bronze.  Photo by Bonnie Learning/The 

Northern Star 
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Natuashish athlete Susie Abel-Nui raises 

her hands in victory as she finishes her 

run during the snowshoe biathlon.  Pho-

tos by Janice Goudie/The Northern Star 

Brett Lilly literally 

falls across the finish 

line in exhaustion as 

he completes the 

snowshoe biathlon 

for team Wabush. 
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L’Anse au Clair athlete learns new sport for his community 

By Janice Goudie 

The Northern Star 

 

Ryan Cutler had never heard of the Labrador Winter Games 

before, much less donned a pair of cross country skis. But 

that didn’t stop the 17-year-old from competing in the 10K 

men’s cross country skiing on Wednesday and the 10K Clas-

sic/Free Relay yesterday for his hometown team of L’Anse 

au Clair.  

“This is the first time I’ve ever been on any type of cross 

country ski,” explained Cutler. “I wanted to come and sup-

port the community and try to do the best I could for every-

one.” 

Having never skied before, Cutler borrowed a pair of skis for 

the competition.  

“We only found out a month before that we were coming, I 

didn’t get (the skis) for three weeks (before), and for two 

weeks we had dangerous conditions, so I got one week of 

practise in,” Cutler says. “They were back country skis so 

they were apparently a lot heavier than regular classics, and 

they were un-waxed the whole week I was training.” 

Despite everything, Cutler placed 12th overall in the men’s 

10K and finished 5th in the relay race along with his partner 

Alyson Thomas.  

As for whether or not Cutler will pursue the sport? 

“I think I will,” he laughs. “I think I’ll classic and skate, and 

come back to see what I can do in a couple of years.” 

Ryan Cutler took up Cross Country Skiing a week before the 

Games to compete for Team L’Anse au Clair. Photo by Janice 

Goudie/The Northern Star 

Lost! One “M” Armband! 
Cameron Andersen’s “M” armband has gone MIA! Possibly lost at MMC 

during volleyball yesterday! 

If anyone has seen it, please return to Cameron! He would really appreci-

ate it! 
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Take note! Final release of standings until closing ceremonies! 

Marlene Wheeler!!! 
This is us…. 

 

Saturday... 

“Another Lab Winter Games in the 

books, Bonnie! See? Just one week 

every three years...that wasn’t so 

bad, was it?” 

“Kiss my arse,  

Marlene… 

Cheers! To alcohol!” 
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Kiss me, I’m Irish! 

Team Mary’s Harbour had 

fun celebrating St. Patrick’s 

Day yesterday, as they 

dressed in their finest greens 

and headed out for 

some fun &  

merriment! 

(Submitted photo) 


